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redundant Italian population; Hitler had intimated that he too
would in due time put in claims for the congested German popu-
lation ; as between Great Britain and the Dominions there was not
even the acknowledged common citizenship which would permit
the free flow of population from the one to the other. The Dominions
had their case ; they too were suffering from depression and unem-
ployment, and it seemed contrary to good sense to bring the un-
employed of one country to swell the ranks of the unemployed in
another. But while all the nations were advancing this argument,
they were collectively forgetting that population was the main source
of wealth, and postponing to a future, when it would be more difficult
to handle, the world problem which was growing under their hand.
Great Britain in these years found herself standing for a policy of
closed doors which were closed even against herself, and she had
in the meantime aggravated the case against herself by putting a
tariff wall round the vast areas for which the rest of the world
held her responsible.
That this could not be her last word, aud that Great Britain and
her Dominions and Colonies would somehow have to adjust their
position to the reasonable claims of other nations, if the peace were
to be kept, were thoughts which weighed heavily on responsible
men who looked to the future in these times.
In 1931 the Statute of "Westminster had dissolved the formal
bonds of Empire ; in 1932 the Ottawa Conference endeavoured
through the policy of Preference to establish a' new commercial tie
between the Dominions and the mother country. The details of
that are told in another chapter, but it must be noted here as one
of the two streams of policy which to all outward appearance were
running in contrary directions in these years. All the Dominions
had suffered in various degrees from the depression and accompany-
ing unemployment which followed the war, and Australia had had
a special crisis owing to the fall in the price of wool. The Prefer-
ences granted at Ottawa were an undoubted advantage to them, as
was shown by the shifting of die proportions of British trade with
foreign countries and with the Dominions.
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